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PREPARATION AND MAINTENANCE

Preparing Your Site for Planting

To give your plants the best chance of survival, it's recommended to clear grass and weeds before
planting. This can be achieved through:

« Stock grazing

e mowing,

e scrub barring

 Spot spraying
(If spraying do so well in advance to allow grass to die off and prevent residual chemicals from affecting
the seedlings.)

Planting Guidelines

« Follow a planting plan to position each species in its ideal environment.

« Space plants 0.5m-1m apart depending on species and site conditions.

« The best planting season is April-August when temperatures are lower and rainfall is more
consistent.

« Aim to plant after rain, ensuring soil is moist but not waterlogged.

« Avoid planting on hot or windy days to reduce stress on seedlings.

« In nutrient-poor soils, add a slow-release fertiliser tab at the bottom of the hole before planting.
However most native plants don't need fertiliser.

« Dig a hole matching the pot’s depth, ensuring the top of the root ball is levelwith the ground. Firm
the soil around the plant with your boot.

« Mulch around the plant to retain moisture and suppress weeds (though difficult for large-scale
plantings).

Plant Maintenance

It is sometimes necessary to release the plants in their first few years as they grow, especially in areas
with a lot of kikuyu grass. This can be done manually by pulling the grass off the plant and
pushing/stomping it down. Its also possible to cut the grass with a scrub bar or spray the area around
the plants. Care should be taking when spraying to not damage the plants with spray drift.

Pest control might also be required to reduce pests like rabbits or use of tree guards if pest control is
not possible.
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